
An Open Letter to Law School Deans 
 About the Importance of Commercial Law Education 

Dear Dean, 

The American Bar Association’s UCC Task Force was formed to bring renewed attention to 
the importance of commercial law in legal education.  There has been a significant decline 
in commercial law course offerings at U.S. law schools, and we write to ask that you 
prioritize and encourage commercial law offerings at your institution. 

Understanding Commercial Law 

Commercial law is often viewed as a branch of corporate or business law. This view is 
inaccurate and incomplete. Commercial law cuts across disciplines and includes selling, 
leasing, lending, investing, and payments.  Commercial law concepts appear regularly and 
substantially in a variety of practices, including not only transactional and business litigation 
fields but also practices focused on consumer law, family law, bankruptcy, and criminal 
law.  Commercial law forms the basis for understanding our existing systems of finance and 
trade and informs developing systems such as cryptocurrency.  

Law schools should not question whether their graduates will encounter commercial law 
issues in their legal practice, but rather whether they will be prepared to handle them when 
these issues almost inevitably arise.  To that end, it is important to recognize that 
commercial law frameworks are non-intuitive when one encounters them without a broad 
base of substantive knowledge.  Put another way, these concepts are difficult to learn on 
the job. There are many examples in which people with a limited understanding of 
commercial law have made fundamental missteps.  For example: 

-  Attorneys have faced disciplinary actions after overdrawing client trust accounts 
due to a lack of understanding of the check clearing process. 

-  Many consignors whose attorneys did not know that consignments are within the 
scope of U.C.C. Article 9 have lost priority contests over their own inventory in a 
subsequent consignee bankruptcy due to their attorneys’ failure to perfect their 
client’s interest in the consigned goods. 

-  The foreclosure crisis following the Great Recession revealed widespread lack of 
understanding regarding the negotiability of mortgage notes and the legal 
requirements for custody of negotiable mortgage notes. 
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-  Many holders of stablecoins, whether represented by counsel or not, were 
surprised to learn that they lacked proprietary rights in the reserves purportedly 
backing their stablecoins—although that reality was well-established in analogous 
banking law circumstances. 

In short, an understanding of commercial law concepts is critical to the practice of law 
across many significant fields and in numerous different contexts.  

Commercial Law Must Be a Part of Law School Curricula 

Despite its significance, commercial law is disappearing from law school curricula. In 
addition, Secured Transactions will no longer be directly tested on the NextGen Uniform Bar 
Exam.  Few students understand the importance of commercial law when entering law 
school.  This means that student demand alone will not drive enrollment in these courses—
even though many students will end up practicing in fields heavily reliant on commercial 
law. 

Reducing commercial law course offerings is also a mistake because commercial law 
employment is plentiful, well-paying, and rewarding.  Thus, law schools with robust 
commercial law course offerings will reap a competitive advantage over those that have 
minimized or eliminated these courses. Graduate employment is heavily weighted in the 
new ranking formula employed by U.S. News. 

Of these courses, Secured Transactions is the foundational subject.  It has long been tested 
on state and uniform Bar exams because it provides a basis for the economy of lending and 
credit, explaining the dense and non-intuitive process of obtaining and perfecting a property 
interest that secures an obligation.  It provides groundwork for transactional, bankruptcy, 
and M&A practices and also teaches the solo or small-firm practitioner how to enforce a 
judgment.  An understanding of commercial law concepts will assist students in succeeding 
on the Bar exam even though Secured Transactions is no longer directly tested. For example, 
commercial law concepts can help students gain a better understanding of subjects that 
are Bar exam staples, in particular Contracts and Property. 

What You Can Do 

We urge you to make it a priority to offer commercial law courses, including those covering 
secured transactions, sales and leases of goods, payment systems, bankruptcy, or some 
combination of these, plus additional courses in transactional skills, cryptocurrencies and 
other digital assets, international trade, consumer finance, and the like.  Of these classes, 
retaining and promoting Secured Transactions is our priority. 
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Where practical, we recommend hiring tenure-stream faculty skilled in these areas to teach 
these courses.  However, there are numerous adjuncts available and eager to impart their 
knowledge and enthusiasm for these subjects.  Thus, where employment gaps remain, we 
encourage you to look to adjuncts and visitors to ensure that these offerings are widely 
available to your students. 

How We Can Help 

We are a robust community of law professors and practitioners who are dedicated to 
ensuring that commercial law classes remain in law school curricula.  We will work with any 
law schools who have needs to find adjunct, remote, or visitor resources to fill those needs. 

We look forward to working with you to ensure that commercial law remains a priority in law 
school curricula. 

Sincerely, 

Kristen David Adams 
William Reece Smith Jr. Distinguished Professor of Law 
& Director, Dispute Resolution Board  
Stetson University College of Law 
Gulfport, FL 
 
Abbye Atkinson 
Professor of Law 
Co-Faculty Director, Center for Law and Economic 
Justice 
University of California, Berkeley, School of Law 
Berkeley, CA  
 
Douglas G. Baird 
Harry A. Bigelow Distinguished Service Professor 
University of Chicago Law School 
Chicago, IL 
 
Wayne Barnes 
Professor of Law & Dean’s Research Chair 
Texas A&M University School of Law 
Fort Worth, TX 
 
Daniel Barnhizer 
Professor of Law & The Bradford Stone Faculty Scholar 
Michigan State University College of Law 
East Lansing, MI 
 
 

Steven W. Bender 
Associate Dean & Professor of Law 
Seattle University School of Law 
Seattle, WA 
 
Carl S. Bjerre  
Kaapcke Professor of Business Law 
University of Oregon School of Law 
Eugene, OR 
 
Matthew G. Bouslog 
Partner 
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP 
Irvine, CA 
 
Nathan P. Bowden 
Attorney & Adjunct Professor 
Washington & Lee University School of Law 
Bowden Law, PLLC  
Lexington, VA 
 
Michael M. Briley  
Senior Partner  
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLC 
Toledo, OH 
 
 
 
 



Lissa L. Broome 
Burton Craige Distinguished Professor  
Director, Center for Banking and Finance 
University of North Carolina School of Law 
Chapel Hill, NC 

Richard K. Brown 
Partner 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Charlotte, NC 

Kara Bruce 
Graham Kenan Distinguished Professor of Law 
UNC School of Law 
Chapel Hill, NC 
 
Matthew Bruckner 
Professor of Law 
Howard University School of Law 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Mark Edwin Burge 
Professor of Law 
Texas A&M University School of Law 
Fort Worth, TX 
 
Scott J. Burnham 
Curley Professor of Commercial Law Emeritus 
Gonzaga Law School 
Spokane, WA 
 
Carliss Chatman 
Professor of Law 
SMU Dedman School of Law 
Dallas, TX 
 
Sylvia Fung Chin 
Partner of Counsel 
White & Case LLP 
Adjunct Professor 
Fordham University School of Law 
New York, NY 
 
Victor Chiu 
Counsel 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Grant Christensen 
Associate Professor of Law 
University of Alabama College of Law 
Tuscaloosa, AL 

Penelope L. Christophorou   
Partner, Finance 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP  
Former Chair  
American Bar Association  
Business Law Section 
New York, NY  

Adrian Cohen 
Adjunct Professor, Arizona State University Sandra Day 
O'Connor College of Law 
Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 
Scottsdale, AZ 
 
Laura N. Coordes 
Professor of Law 
ASU Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Evaluz Cotto-Quijano, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
College of Business Administration 
University of Puerto Rico–Mayagüez 
Mayagüez, PR 
 
Don S. De Amicis 
Professor from Practice & Faculty Director, Center on 
Transnational Business and the Law 
Georgetown University Law Center 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Robert J. Desiderio 
Attorney & Professor of Law Emeritus 
University of New Mexico School of Law  
Sanchez, Mowrer & Desiderio, P.C. 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Dr. Marek Dubovec 
Director of Law Reform Programs, International Law 
Institute 
Part-time Professor of Practice, James E. Rogers College 
of Law, University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Walter A. Effross 
Professor of Law 
American University Washington College of Law 
Washington, D.C. 
 
 
 



Stacy-Ann Elvy 
Martin Luther King Jr., Professor of Law 
University of California, Davis School of Law 
Davis, CA 
 
Bryan H. Falk 
Managing Partner, Cleveland Office 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP 
Cleveland, OH   
 
Linda Filardi 
Senior Vice President & Associate General Counsel 
Flagstar Bank 
New York, NY 
 
Samuel A. Flax 
Professor from Practice 
Georgetown University Law Center 
Former Executive Vice President, General Counsel, and 
Chief Compliance Officer 
American Capital, Ltd. 
Washington, D.C. 

Pamela Foohey 
Allen Post Professor of Law  
University of Georgia School of Law 
Athens, GA 

Christian Fundo 
Executive Director & Assistant General Counsel  
JPMorgan Chase Bank 
New York, NY 

Larry T. Garvin 
Leon M. McCorkle Jr. Professorship in Commercial Law 
The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law 
Columbus, OH  
 
Brook E. Gotberg 
Professor of Law 
Brigham Young University, J. Reuben Clark Law School 
Provo, UT  
 
R. Marshall Grodner 
Partner 
Adams & Reese LLP 
Baton Rouge, LA 
 
 

Patrick A. “Buzz” Guida 
Senior Counsel 
Stevens & Lee 
Providence, RI 
 
Christopher D. Hampson 
Associate Professor of Law 
University of Florida Levin College of Law 
Gainesville, FL 
 
Jim Hawkins 
Professor of Law 
Alumnae College Professor in Law 
University of Houston Law Center 
Houston, TX 
 
William Henning 
Executive Professor of Law 
Texas A&M University School of Law 
Fort Worth, TX 
 
Ingrid Michelsen Hillinger 
Professor of Law 
Boston College Law School 
Newton, MA 
 
Andrew Hinkes 
Partner, Digital Assets & Blockchain Group 
Winston & Strawn LLP 
Adjunct Associate Professor 
NYU Stern School of Business 
Adjunct Professor of Law 
NYU School of Law 
Miami, FL & New York, NY 
 
Paul Hodnefield 
Associate General Counsel 
CSC (Corporation Service Company) 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Sarah Jane Hughes 
University Scholar & Fellow in Commercial Law 
Indiana University Maurer School of Law  
Bloomington, IN 

John P. Hunt 
Martin Luther King Jr., Professor of Law 
University of California, Davis School of Law 
Davis, CA 



Melissa B. Jacoby 
Graham Kenan Distinguished Professor of Law, Emerita 
UNC School of Law 
Chapel Hill, NC 

Edward J. Janger 
David M. Barse Professor of Law 
Brooklyn Law School 
Brooklyn, NY 

Dalié Jiménez 
Professor of Law 
Director, Student Loan Law Initiative 
University of California, Irvine School of Law 
Irvine, CA 

Daniel Keating 
Tyrrell Williams Professor of Law  
Washington University School of Law 
St. Louis, MO 

Henry C. Kevane 
Partner 
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP 
Chair, Business Bankruptcy Committee 
American Bar Association 
Business Law Section   
San Francisco, CA 
 
Ramona L. Lampley 
Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development 
Clemens Professor 
St. Mary’s University School of Law 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Richard Lavoie 
C. Blake McDowell, Jr. Professor of Law 
The University of Akron School of Law                                     
Akron, OH 
 
Robert M. Lawless 
Max L. Rowe Professor of Law 
University of Illinois College of Law 
Champaign, IL 
 
Adam J. Levitin 
Carmack Waterhouse Professor of Law and Finance 
Georgetown University Law Center 
Washington, D.C. 

Robert J. Lewis 
Partner, Global Finance 
Sidley Austin LLP 
Chicago, IL 

John Linarelli 
Vice Dean, Professor of Law, & John E. Murray Faculty 
Scholar  
University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Jonathan C. Lipson 
Harold Kohn Chair in Law 
Temple University Beasley School of Law 
Philadelphia, PA  

Angela Littwin 
Charles Sapp Chair in Banking, Financial, 
Commercial & Corporate Law 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX 
 
Lynn M. LoPucki 
Levin, Mabie & Levin Professor of Law 
University of Florida Levin College of Law 
Gainesville, FL 
 
Stephen J. Lubben 
Harvey Washington Wiley Chair in Corporate 
Governance & Business Ethics 
Seton Hall University School of Law 
Newark, NJ 
 
Kerry Lynn Macintosh 
Inez Mabie Distinguished Professor of Law 
Santa Clara University School of Law  
Santa Clara, CA 
 
Ronald Mann 
Albert E. Cinelli Enterprise Professor of Law 
Columbia Law School 
New York, NY  
 
Peter V. Marchetti 
Professor of Law 
Texas Southern University 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
Houston, TX  
 
 



Bruce A. Markell 
Professor of Bankruptcy Law and Practice, and 
Edward Avery Harriman Lecturer in Law 
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law 
Chicago, IL 
 
Jennifer S. Martin 
Professor of Law & Program Director 
Albany Law School 
Albany, NY 
 
John T. McGarvey  
Shareholder 
Morgan Pottinger McGarvey 
Chair, Uniform Law Commission’s UCC Committee 
Louisville, KY 
 
Robert W. Miller 
Associate Professor of Law 
University of South Dakota Knudson School of Law 
Vermillion, SD 
 
Charles W. Mooney, Jr. 
Charles A. Heimbold, Jr. Professor of Law, Emeritus  
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School 
New Hampshire Commissioner on Uniform State Laws 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Steve H. Nickles 
C.C. Hope Chair in Law & Management 
Professor of Law 
Wake Forest University School of Law 
Winston-Salem, NC 
 
Maureen A. O’Rourke 
Associate Provost for Faculty Affairs 
Dean Emeritus & Professor of Law 
Boston University School of Law 
Boston, MA 
 
Christopher K. Odinet 
Professor of Law & Mosbacher Research Fellow 
Texas A&M University School of Law 
Fort Worth, TX  
 
Chrystin Ondersma 
Professor of Law, and Judge Morris Stern Scholar 
Rutgers Law School  
Newark, NJ 
 

Anthony J. Palermo, Chair 
Assistant Professor of Law 
Stetson University College of Law 
Tampa, FL 
 
Drew T. Parobek 
Adjunct Professor of Secured Transactions & Bankruptcy 
Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
Retired Partner, Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP 
Cleveland, OH   
 
Khyshboo B. Patel 
Knowledge Management Attorney - Finance 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Christopher J. Pippett 
Partner; Chair - Financial Services Industry Practice 
 & Practice Managing Partner - Corporate Department 
Fox Rothschild LLP 
Exton, PA; Atlantic City, NJ; & West Palm Beach, FL 
 
John A.E. Pottow 
John Philip Dawson Collegiate Professor of Law 
The University of Michigan Law School 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Norman M. Powell 
Chair 
American Bar Association 
Business Law Section 
Senior Counsel 
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP 
Wilmington, DE 
 
Theresa J. Pulley Radwan 
Professor of Law 
Stetson University College of Law 
Gulfport, FL 
 
Anita Ramasastry 
Henry M. Jackson Professor of Law  
Barer Endowed Chair in Leadership in Law & Global 
Development 
University of Washington School of Law 
Former President 
Uniform Law Commission 
Seattle, WA 
 
 



Jonathan E. Raulston 
Shareholder 
Engel Hairston-Raulston Brown, PC 
Birmingham, AL 
 
Carla L. Reyes 
Associate Professor of Law 
SMU Dedman School of Law 
Dallas, TX 
 
Christina B. Rissler 
Partner, Deputy Practice Group Leader 
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Cassandra Burke Robertson 
John Deaver Drinko—BakerHostetler Professor of Law 
Director, Center for Professional Ethics 
Faculty Director of Online Programs 
Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
Cleveland, OH   
 
Sandra M. Rocks 
Counsel Emerita 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Keith A. Rowley 
William S. Boyd Professor of Law 
William S. Boyd School of Law, UNLV 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
Troy Rule 
Joseph Feller Memorial Chair in Law and Sustainability 
Professor of Law 
Director, Law and Sustainability Program 
ASU Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
James C. Schulwolf 
Partner - Business & Corporate Practice 
Shipman & Goodwin LLP 
Former Chair  
American Bar Association  
Business Law Section 
Hartford, CT 
 
 
 
 

Steven L. Schwarcz 
Stanley A. Star Distinguished Professor of Law & 
Business 
Director, Global Financial Markets Center 
Duke University School of Law 
Durham, NC 
 
Rebecca J. Simmons 
Partner, Financial Services & Capital Markets 
Head - Payments Practice, Co-Head - FinTech Practice 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Edwin E. Smith 
Senior Consultant  
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Boston, MA 
 
Lars S. Smith  
Associate Dean for Experiential Education 
Professor and Samuel J. Stallings Chair in Law 
Louis D. Brandeis School of Law  
University of Louisville 
Louisville, KY 
 
Franklin G. Snyder 
Executive Professor of Law 
Texas A&M University School of Law 
Fort Worth, TX 
 
Andrea Tosato 
Professor of Law 
SMU Dedman School of Law 
Dallas, TX 
 
Elise Toscano 
Associate 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
New York, NY 
 
A. Joseph Warburton 
Professor of Law & Professor of Finance 
Syracuse University College of Law  
Syracuse University Whitman School of Management 
Syracuse, NY 
 
 
 
 
 



Steven O. Weise 
Partner  
Proskauer Rose LLP 
Former Adjunct Professor of Law 
UCLA Law School 
Former Chair  
American Bar Association  
Business Law Section 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Thomas J. Welsh 
General Counsel 
Nippon Steel Trading Americas, Inc. 
Of Counsel 
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, P.C. 
Hartford, CT 
 
 

Douglas Whaley 
Professor Emeritus 
The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law 
Columbus, OH 
 
Catherine Lee Wilson 
Associate Professor of Law 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln College of Law 
Lincoln, NE 
 
Candace M. Zierdt 
Professor of Law Emerita 
Distinguished Visiting Professor of Law 
Stetson University College of Law 
Gulfport, FL 
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